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alepartment of tue Jlnterior 
OFFICE OF' GEOGRAPHER 

OCT ~ i~05 Ottawa, ______________ ________ ____________________ ------· ------·------··--------·----·---· 

D EAR Srn, 

I wish to obtain information respccting the derivation of the place-names of Canada-of the 

names of the villages, towns, cities and of the natural features, such as rivers, lakes, capes, bays, 

mountains, etc.-and shall be much obliged if you will give me any information that you may 

possess or can procure, r especting the below-mentioned name and also respecting the names of 

any other features in the vicinity of your residence concerning which you have knowledge. 

In many localties, the older generation is passing, or has passed away, and unless steps are 
taken to collect this information, it will, in many instances, be too late. In most communities 

there are persons who take an interest in things of this nature or that have been connected with 

the early settlement of the locality. If there are any such in your neighbourhood, will you 

kindly submit this to them. 

Below I have indicated the lines along which I desire information and also the commoner 

derivatives of place-names in Canada :-

(1.) Whether named after a village, town, or city, or natural feature in any other province 

or country; if so, the name of province or country in which the original locality is situated. 

(2.) Whether named after a person ; if so, the person's name, occupation, spelling of name 

as rendered by the person and any details of interest respecting him (or her) such as (a) Whether 

alive or, if dead, approxima te year of death ; (b) Whether at any time a resident of the locality 
and, if so, whether still living there. 

(3.) Whether named after a natural feature ; if so, any details respecting the origin of the 

name as applied to the feature and the geographical position of the latter. 

( 4.) Whether the town, village or city ever had any other name or names ; if so, at what 

dates, approximately, and the origin of these obsolete names. 

Any information bearing on the above will be deemed a courtesy. 

Yours truly, 

JAMES WHITE, 
Geographer. 

Kindly write your rep1y on the attached sheet. 

To ensure free t ransmission of your reply I enclose herewith an addressed envelope which 

vv:ill come free of postage. 
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'Achaptêr on T~mwort .1 
1 

1\ ru ainsl it, and after a two days" l "And th<ire with herald pomp and 
< ·g cornpelled the garrisan to sur-1 i;;tate 

ldwing une cromwen ma rched 1 f 
~:!Jer . The incessant wa ria re. which . 1 They ha~lcd ~or Marmion; 
w 8 1red in that part 01 ·the They ha11e.d hum. Lord o.t Fonten.ay~l 

a t rat th's period greatly im- or T t.'terward and Scrive~"- -'' 
coun '.sh' d the •own and the sur- Of Tt1<mworth To'\ve.r a 'nd town ;" 
po'l'>~ri e . " t Ily R1e'v. W. H. Adams. , It i~ said that, •the· to!W•n' iay in rounding territory. 1 "d , nt• wel! as the subjoined from Jam>e!S 

., W .hc-el1er's Mills" was the najill.e o.f L 
0 r uins for fort y y·earH. At the ex- ;Although n.ot a roya r~si e~ce of Scotla:nd in the sa•moe poem: 

olod. tii.:riie pc.pularly given to the thriv pi ration of tha t ti me Ethelfla•ed;a-. · . Saxon ti.m:es, Tamwort as . . . · 
ing little to·wn on thoe Salmon River "ith{' Lady of •tbe J\!Iarches," daught•Br sinot; th less often been the scene of 1 " • • if w1th1n Tan talion strong, · ' 
1wh:ch i~ the metropolis of Addinigtqn n:( King Alfred the Great, fortifieil nevte~ . •eyal junketings 'Viliiam t~e The good Lord M.ar~ion tarries long; _.A 

'Co!mrty . The Wheelers, who were 'I'a,mworth, and made. it ' her 1?eneral ·~n) r~or doubtless vii<ited his Du1-, P .crchance our ;meeting next may !aU 
v 4 .-v penoor e • . . 1111 Ag in . th~ Firs·t to se'ttle on the sn..t. bame r·e•sidenc·e until hsr death in 918. nque h re· while bis »0n. ·nenry I.11 At Tamworth, in his eastle hall." / 

t::1·om thie States, .,but were of English. She raised the .great artificial mound held bis court here in ·II · '.ld ; · to which the ha ughty Marmfon made 
j erxtrac.tion. And Mr. Calvin Wheeler upon which Ta,m,worth castle stand!! on March 12th, 1158, Henry · pai a reply: -

il •was, the prog·enito1r o.f all bere- to-day, and wh'ch' has withstood the "'isit to the. town and c~st.loe of .Ta.m- \ "'umbI~. ,,.-
. abouts no•w bearing liis patronyirnic, storm and stres.s of rwarl.f a thous- worth, being acoompamed. by Theo- ".A<Iw:J, honorr,d iwere :my u 0 ~ 
• who .na:med the pla·c.e · Tamworth. H" a.nd yoars. She is d•escribed in one bald Arcbbishop of Cante!'bury, home, sbould v 

' k t then Lord Chan- H in its halls King Jaimcs . '. was a ,.wan;.n admirer o.i"' Sir Hobert ot thE old cha.rte.r11 as "a woman go!d- 1 'l'hom.as A. Bec e • d In 1 cc.me; 
1 P.el3!, the Pri1me Ministe1· or England, f ly , righteous, and wise , stepping in i cellor, ànd other no•.e persons. b w:IJ be 
~vjhio sœt i.ru thie Commons (as dia his the footsteps of Alfred. her fatber." j the reign O\f Edward ~V. (1461-1483) But • • many a anner 

· f f torn, iGa'lher before h~m. and: h1s son, a ter Herc she brought. upi oor nephiew 1 . . . . . 1- t th ..__ • 
1 hëi:n) for the ai:cient borough oî Tarn i Att,helstan, who was to com<:i after 1 ~:1 , amusmg mc1dent 1s sa1d to l:l'.1 v~ And .rnany a kni15h to ear b e U<JI'ne 
1 w-0rth, in Staffor<lshirc. This iligh r her, teachin.g him not only the wis-1 c;ccur~~l ~vh ch for:m~d .the ~UbJect ~~~ ~~~fa~d~~e~~n~f st:~~:~~~~ntthe 

· opimon oi thic British statcwnan it r do.m that is fou'nd In books, but, ·aisd 0 da t/ ~· ·eintit ·c ~ 1. •Km:g Edward f'\ 
• I is aHegcd, accounts ior th e o'ld the knowfo<l,ge olf .men and hO'w, to' ~n 1·e. anne: 0 ·t ani;oI't~h.'' A' Tre.nt." c::. 

se1t'lkr's choicc of a nam<i Cor the rul.e t.h{',m. 1 · anrue.r Jou,~neyrng o,war 8. J.le town Of course, as says a reeent writer; 
, fh. •en ncwly rising town. It <ray just In 925, Athelstan, haviniz succeeded '0::'eit t.hied 1'-lllig 0 .n a h~u:ntmg cxc.ur- "Scctt's Lord 'M:'arm:on i~ a .fictitious 

• ·chance ther•c \~\i>re other reasuns al- \ 1 ta the thronie of England, soiught: to rswb.nb, ~:n iffsupdp-0dsihn:g ~m hto be a person.a.ge, for t he male line died out: 
- 1 "' w ·h 1 . , • " t' "1 . . 1 o el a or e •ID mue amuse- . f Ed d I b t j scL :'or a ·c1e ·CT 0 iS 1.0, . :1 n . ,, x lrCL cdmJCJnt peaoe with ~h~ constantly m- :moe;nt by hi.s bluff,. c. onviersaltion. in the re1gn o war ., u a· 

1 n:a1JJ1'. at thv: pr e~eirrt, LnL in the oicl vading Danes ~Y ,g-ivrng . his. sister In the timc· of R,ichard III. (l4S5) younger branch of the Ma_rm~?ns did 
Erl'rLsh borough, and m the year Eclitha in marrwo-c to Sthtnc the He..nn· Earl f R r· h""~ d 1 continue for ,many centunes m th~ 

' 11352, R'chard lo 'Vhûeler was High Danish Ki.no-. B;"th sovrer·cign~ ~a•::ne 1 thro•:,;h th t 0 1~th'U»Jh1! • piassed ma1e line and took' a leading part in 
s B 'l''t' th h ' ' mie ' r r fJ · " 1 ..,,., e ow:n WJ IS armv on h s tt' h St"rï no one , 1 ,·at i: •J re , w l lü s'.JI~, cie.a e s o to Ta11lliworth, wh cre the nupt'a s thie way to tho(> fatno•us· fie1d, f ·BQ:s.. t e co is w:ars. 1 ' 
- i t hat surw1·m.e, who, ho-wev•er, dropped, we r -e sol.ei:nnized in 925. ln ·\J.11, ho,w- ~VoI'ltb ·He is sai·d t , h 1? -~ 1 quarre],; with ,Scott because with 
f 1 th " '" " ·'' ll ·1 tl ·o · m f ' · · · · · ' ' 0 av•c ing•ere•u · t h bl d d t getl'fll' h1s . ·c pr,eiu.x. Nl ' LI e" Je S~rne o - ev>è. r, Anfo:f, a . son of s .~tric by a beihind bis troo!ps and: to hav;e. iost ' :ma,g1c ar e ;en e o , " • 

1. f!c,e a:t v~ir1o:u~ subs.equent <l.1tes: fo.r'm· cr wife , invad ecl ha.gland, be- si,ght of them. Next da h.e ro 
6 
. . 1 tory a·nd romance, trutb an~ fict:on, 

" Not a .i:mv .m1d-England nanrn~ ter- sieged Ta ill!Worth and t()J()k'. thP t0 wn publicly throrn,,.h th Yt t d., in ordel' to produce · an ~mmortal 
·nat ·n "v rth" '1s ' or "Xampfo ' t · · · -.e e s re.e s o.... P-OPm." . 

- , .m." c. ' K' o. , t' '"'v· ·k' . .' th' ai ter great sfaugh. ·e.r, carry1ng away. Ta.mwort:h that. bis sa'fety· might b0 Th·c fluer-de-l1's has for centuries ..... Basw-0rth, oentlwor h, • Il ~wor , r:r:>uch pfundc·r Thil town d.ct not roc- kn~ ,. Sh k · h" c;c 
Lultt ' th E• rtl 0 tc A . . . . · t- • ..,,, .. n. a ·esp-eare, m ie- play of be th bl f Id T m'"or1t ·h , er,"or. ~ pwo J, "' . cov,er i:rom this drnastilr , and hen<'.e R :ehar<l III. haH ,n.oti ov:erlookn<l th .en e e,m em o o a " . , 

1°•,worth" dcs~gnatcd the 0wat.t'. ·~d ... -:n- 1:.omvard ccased to be. a royal res1- parts which Ta:mworth played ~in thi: It is eimbossed on t ho Mayor's cha ir 

ld-0surc w,thm wh1ch th·~ p11m!L1vo denc.c r ·f th 11 . t f 'h .1 . of office , carvit on the facade of the· 
1 f . E , l d t L . . " a o .e •s• ory o t e na ·.10n, and H Il fi t d ( ld r· __. Pl''OP •% -0 n,g an were won ' o William the Co.nquuror in 1066, · r t· R' ... d Town . a , a n Ofl. e a .go en is 

dweU to.g·cthe·r. The "'.vorth'' wh:cb b~stowed Ta'm'worth t·asfle a nd its ~~·g ehl?roefse1n1,,,mg •ct .... nbcionl alds adilrrss~ on a dark blu~ ground) on the Cas.tle. 
b h . ' T c d' . ' ' ' ~ .. ' 1 ]·,. IS 0 1 vw:ers . 0 )() ')'IJ tha th bo .. J ,_ " stood y t .e nvier . am~ , cp urse lands upon h :s Dispcneer or ;::ite.war~, ; ba.'t;tJefield at Bosworth m k 0 h' fla,g. Since. I' e a ve c 1apLer ' 

j wa.s 'Ta:meworth _or. ~amworth. And: Robert de Marmion, ont> oj' bis, Nor- say: ' ' a , s •m was sent to t.111e 1press, out own Rep,ve ? 
1 a.~though the '~atlt.e cin<l d,tub wa~ :ma,n followers. He also grant.ed and Council have recornmended, a t 
a:( length superseded by walls o.l M . .armion the mcinoŒ' ·J~ S(' riv•alsby. "Wro.m. TamW10rth thither is but one their re,gular meeting held on April -
salid ,)llitso.nry, an<l many changes and Both w ere to t;.3 lv~ld on condition day'e '.march 3d, that we ad,opt :the samc de.vice for 
chal'ce,,; c .'.l.ID3 to the plac:e itsel~, the that Ma l\mion or his successors per- ln God's namie choeierly on." local e.m.ploymtJnt here. Accord1ngly; 
Tamc ernr flowed quie tly o-nwar~ to- form.cd th~~ ri.ght of Royal Champio~1 Reader3 o:f Scot't's "Miarm:on" wj]1 one ot our busincess fir:ms is arrang- ~ 
ward th2 lordly Tr~mt anc~ Lhc North al ev•ery Coronat'on. (H is worthy be int•er·e:st:ed in th;e fo!lo.wing ex- ino· for the irmmediate manufacturei ~ 
Se.a, ;ind Ta.mworth rema ill•od an ID· 0 ,t nüt.C: t.hat th3 present O/\Vner oi tracts frO'm Sir W alt.er's Journal: of" souvenirs l1>earing the Tamworth 

1 deEhl·e place-rua,;rne in thP history o.f Scnv>ilsby! Mr. Frank S3a•[IJan D~: "April 6th, 1828, Eas.ter Sunclay. We borou.gh seal,Ltbe fluer-de-li s sur-
th~ la nd. m:oke a lmea l descendant. oc Robert breakfas·ted at Ashbourne and w:entr \ rounded by the mediaevnl Latinism, 

Ta m worth lies o,n th>C1 tordcr of de :&lar,rnio n throu.gh one o:f his on to Derby; • • • '.fromi th·er:ce 1 "Sig. J3urgi. de Talm.worth in Comitat "> 
rwhat was o.nee the _grca t Dar.est_ of heir.esses, is the hereditary cha1mp10.n to Tamwo-rth, whe.rc wr:' s1ept.' War-wic et staf."' The whole will 

r Ard•en, and bwt1 a :m1lo: di stant crom o,t En.gland at the prûs3.nt day.). The " April 7th. 1We vis,ited. the· Castle b e enclosed withiYI a border having 
V/ a,t lin:; Street--1-he :most remark- Mar.mions survived, in the dir~ct in th0 mor-ning. • • It is a fine t·hc Iege.nd, "A Souvenir of Ta.rnwor th 

s abk of al! those olcl roads co.nstruct'.- :ma le· line until 1291, when t he :&fanor oM place•, niegl.cct•ed; but therc.fore, Ontario." 
·ed in Britain und·er the Raman Cae- o! Tai1D1worth Castle passer! by mar. :nore 11ke hoar antiquity. Th e ke,ep It should b a vic b een stated tha1 in 
sars. From the ' '.< t r eet" in qufü:tion ria."'e ïnto a nothcr f:imily. lt fre- :s rqun<l. The apartments appear to Sa xon ti.mes a Hoyal mint was estab-
then· .ra n a Rom a n by-road to , Lhe qu;ntly cha,n.goed bands until 1897, bav:G bee:n modernised. tempore J ame8 lishcd in Tarm,worth. The coins 
plac·c 1l&elf, and traces of t h e Rp.man iwhem it was p:urchased by the Cor- L 'I'here was :no a·'llall quantfty o.t struck there are quaint in design, ex-
OICCU!Xl_tion ar? not wanting. TJle poratio.n of Ta'ill1Wrt:1r~th_ for .lhe Bur- armor a.nd o'dds and ends, w;h'ch I Pioodinly rare, and highly prized by 
most rnterestmg of all these r e lies gesses of the Borouish in cornmemora- shoul<.'. ha vie 'be·e.n ,g la d to posse,ss, nu misma tists. The coi'ns of Offa:. 

'ii:; a pig of Lead disinterr.ed so•nc -'leV'- tion o.f: the Queen's Dia:mond Jubilee. There was a fine de;mipiq11fl sadd le (755) are re:markable for the .beauty 
·enty yca rs ago. Th·':l an.cie,nt Latin It was thein foraially ded'cat.ed to the saild to hav-e been tbat o:f Ja1mes u. of tlrnir exe0ution. The most cur-

4 inscription upon it indicate,; lhat it use ol the public for ·eviet. The po:m:mel rose and' finishe<l off in icus coin 'lia.de thilre in the reign of t. 
was s•nie1t.C<l in the ye.ar 7G oJ' the 0.f the historie incidents i.n con- the for,m of a swan's croest, cap:ta) Edl\vard the Co·nfessor 11042) was a· 
Christian e·ra. nectio.u with Ta mworth Castle it may for ~ bad horSl(lmia,ni toi 'hold on by." sih"er pe.nny, bearing on the obverse / 

The written history of Ta m.worth b e noted tha!t Quioon Mlatilda seized Th1~ r.eifere.nf\e to Sir 'W a.lter Scott "E·d" ard Rex," and on the reverse: 
<)a·t.ei; frorn the time of ·the Saxon the strongbold because the tbird recalls to the m.emory the lines .from "Bruning on •r arn.." Brunin.g w:is thè 
"H.e:ptarchy." It was . the favonte Robert de :M;ar.mion identifi.ed · him- "11\farmion": i'l:aster of the· Mint. ID the Ü!Ile{ of I 
pLac(· of re'sid·e:ncei of the great l(ing self with the claims of Stephen 1n Henry L· (1100) the .mint ing opera-
0.ffa., whose reign be,gan in. 75S . This 1135.· On st.ephen's r elease the tions c;éased. 
1m.o.narch built (for thosc times) a Castl.e was restored to •Marm.ion. ' th Ont 

T th d Taim_'Wor , ·• 1ma,gnificcnl palac ~ a t amwor · . , an. ,\gain, the fifth baron , Robert, · . March 29th, 1905. 
){ortiiied the town by surroundmg 1t when in F rance with King ,John 1 
with a vast l'.nlrenchm:ent and bank, (1199-1216) for sor:n~ offence sidi:<l 
traces of wh:ch romam to-day, and with the French Krng. and John, 1n I 
rcla in th3 n.a,:n e of Offa's Dyke, or revienge, ordered Ta,m:worth Castle to J 
the K:r:.g's D:tch. ,Two o~ i:he char. be pulled down. The order. bowever, 1 
ters gr-anted by O!ia wer" dat ed fr01m was not carried out, probably be- 1 
h'R pa foc"' o! T;:i:m:worth (n regali cause the castle w r s strong enough 

1 palatio Ta rrxnv;orthic), as werc also te resist an assault. 
chart,ers o.f his succeSS-Or Coernwulf During the Civil War, the Castle 
(î94-819); of Berhtwulf <828 85:' ) ; ."lnd was in the autumn o.f 1642, occupied il of I3u.rl1re<l, who' fled _the .coun~ry ~t by ' th(; King's 'party. The whole 

1 the tirrw o! the Damsh 1nvas10n m neighborhood is said to hav·a favored l the y.ear 874, when 'famworth was the caiuse of Charles. ln the fol-
1 ra Ztd lo the :grO>Und. · 




